 MISSISSIPPI PORT AUTHORITY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MEETING

November 20, 2019
___________________________________________

Minutes of the Mississippi State Port Authority Board of Commissioners Meeting, Wednesday, November 20, 2019 at 2510 14th Street, Suite 1450, Gulfport, Mississippi at which the following Commissioners and staff were present:


Commissioners:
Jack Norris, Vice-President
E.J. Roberts, Secretary

Robert Knesal, Treasurer

James C. Simpson, Jr., Commissioner










Staff:


Jonathan Daniels, Executive Director/CEO




Matthew Wypyski, Deputy Director/COO






Kim Purchner, Exec. Asst/HRO




Nick Foto, Deputy Program Manager





DeeDee Wood, CFO





Errol LaRue, Govt. & Legal Affairs Manager





John Webb, Director of Engineering




Shawn Meyer, Director of Operations

Carlos Bell, Director of Public Engagement

Matt Gabbett, Deputy Director of Operations
Kim Aguillard, Marketing/Media Manager

Debra Peterson, A/R Specialist
Lisa Mussa, A/P Specialist

Tammy Salisbury, Comptroller





Ben Stone, Legal Counsel





Others:


Philip Carter, MDA 




Bruce Newton, Digital Engineering





Pastor Chris O’Brien, Seaman’s Center





Michael Sheely, Jacobs





Howard Page, North Gulfport Community Land Trust





Kim Marmalich, AVL




Deborah Aiken, AVL




Joey Beattie, BSX/SSH




Jim Clayton, Page & Jones, Inc.




Brian Smith, Watkins & Eager

Commissioner Norris noted the presence of a quorum and called the meeting to order at approximately 1:00 p.m.
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Norris. 
The invocation was led by Pastor Chris O’Brien, International Seaman’s Center.  
PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Pastor Chris O’Brien invited everyone to the Annual Seaman’s Center Christmas Luncheon at the Great Southern Club on Friday, December 13th at noon.
*****

A presentation was provided by Kim Marmalich of Alexander, Van Loon & Levens regarding the FY19 Audit.

Commissioner Simpson moved to authorize the acceptance of the FY19 Audit as presented.  Commissioner Roberts seconded and the motion was unanimously approved.
****

Commissioner Simpson moved to approve the October 28th and November 8th Minutes.  Commissioner Roberts seconded, and the motion was unanimously approved.

Commissioner Roberts moved to approve travel requests as submitted. Commissioner Simpson seconded and the motion was unanimously approved.
Commissioner Knesal moved to approve the disbursements listed below.  Commissioner Simpson seconded and the motion was unanimously approved.  
	DISBURSEMENTS THROUGH NOVEMBER 7, 2019

	BILLS FOR THE MONTHS OF OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER 2019 APPROVED AND PAID

	FROM THE GROSS REVENUE FUND OF THE MS STATE PORT AUTHORITY AT GULFPORT

	CHK#
	VENDOR
	DESCRIPTION
	 CHK AMT 

	55301
	American Assoc. of Port Auth.
	AAPA Registration Fees
	1,990.00 

	55302
	AGJ Systems & Networks, Inc.
	Computer Maintenance
	4,489.00 

	55303
	Alexander, Van Loon, Sloan
	Audit Services 
	12,000.00 

	55304
	Anytime Portables, LLC
	Portable Restrooms Services 
	255.00 

	55305
	Aquila Tours Inc.
	Cruise Readiness Workshop
	7,225.94 

	55306
	ABPG
	Advertising 
	4,995.00 

	55307
	AT&T
	Telephone Services 
	72.43 

	55308
	CenterPoint Energy
	Natural Gas Services 
	29.31 

	55309
	Chancellor, Inc.
	Electrical Supplies for Cotton Compress Trailer 
	360.15 

	55310
	Sun Coast Business Supply
	Office Supplies 
	162.47 

	55311
	Collection Services Center
	Employee Deductions
	90.06 

	55312
	Danny Miller Plumbing, Inc.
	Certifications for Backflow Preventers 
	1,600.00 

	55313
	Jonathan Daniels
	Travel and Business Expenses
	2,126.23 

	55314
	East Beach Specialties, Inc.
	Promotional Supplies 
	265.00 

	55315
	Farm Journal Inc
	Advertising 
	4,000.00 

	55316
	Federal Express Corp.
	Express Mail Services 
	42.23 

	55317
	Ferguson Enterprises, Inc.
	Grinder Pump for Guard Shack Restroom 
	644.95 

	55318
	Fuelman
	Fuel for MSPA Vehicles 
	250.78 

	55319
	Grainger, Inc.
	Employee Uniforms and Tool Lift Bucket 
	354.59 

	55320
	Gulf Breeze Landscaping, LLC
	Palm Tree Replacement at Marine Research Facility
	750.00 

	55321
	Whitney Bank Trust & Asset Management
	Investment Advisory Service Fees
	16,497.81 

	55322
	MS State Treasurer Fund 3360900000
	Telephone/Internet Services 
	539.84 

	55323
	Newell Paper Co.
	Office Supplies 
	241.84 

	55324
	Junior Auxilary of Gulfport, Inc.
	Sponsorship
	500.00 

	55325
	Robert J. Knesal
	Travel Expenses
	560.94 

	55326
	Errol LaRue
	Travel Expenses
	32.36 

	55327
	Lowe's Home Center, Inc.
	Hand Tools and Maintenance Supplies 
	297.47 

	55328
	Shawn Meyer
	Travel Expenses
	1,213.85 

	55329
	MS Dept. of Human Services CRDU
	Employee Deductions
	156.00 

	55330
	MS Power Company
	Electricity 
	123,191.87 

	55331
	MS Pub. Employees Credit Union
	Employee Deductions
	320.00 

	55332
	Pass Road Mini Storage, LLC
	Storage Unit Rent
	180.00 

	55333
	PRAM
	Registration Fee
	25.00 

	55334
	It's Promo Time
	Promotional Supplies 
	451.16 

	55335
	PTW
	Service Call for Backhoe 
	55.00 

	55336
	Ray Weaver
	Marine Research Building A/C Repair 
	276.00 

	55337
	RJ Young Company, Inc.
	Copier Maintenance and Office Equipment
	2,461.34 

	55338
	Eluse J. Roberts
	Travel Expenses
	465.70 

	55339
	Rotary Club of Gulfport
	Membership Dues and Business Expenses
	229.00 

	55340
	Rotolo Consultants, Inc. dba RCI
	Landscape Services 
	4,890.97 

	55341
	Sorg Printing, LLC
	Cruise Booklets and Business Cards 
	268.00 

	55342
	Southern Printing & Silkscreen
	Logos/Names for Employee Uniforms 
	518.00 

	55343
	Power Play Marketing
	Advertising 
	3,950.00 

	55344
	Swetman Security Services, Inc.
	Security Guard Services 
	95,104.68 

	55345
	Waste Management
	Waste Removal Services 
	546.50 

	55346
	West Marine Products, Inc.
	Paddles for Maintenance Boat
	35.96 

	55347
	DeeDee Wood
	CPA License Renewal 
	115.49 

	55348
	Matthew Wypyski
	Travel Expenses
	488.51 

	55349
	Zoro Tools, Inc.
	Tools, Rain Gear and Maintenance Supplies 
	1,060.75 

	CHECK DATED 10/28/19 AND RELEASED PRIOR TO SCHEDULED CHECK RUN
	

	52298
	Monster Subs & Sandwiches, Inc
	BOC/Executive Meeting 
	57.00 

	CHECKS DATED 10/30/19 AND RELEASED PRIOR TO SCHEDULED CHECK RUN
	

	55299
	Jonathan Daniels
	Travel Expenses
	               402.90 

	55300
	Matthew Wypyski 
	Travel Expenses
	            1,218.67 

	
	
	
	

	TRANSFERS
	
	

	10/28/19
	Public Employment Retirement
	Retirement Match and Withheld
	         59,356.14 

	10/30/19
	Federal Tax Deposit 
	Payroll Tax Deposit
	         24,961.76 

	11/07/19
	Deferred Compensation
	Employee Deductions
	           1,207.50 

	
	
	Total
	$383,581.15 


	FINAL CHECKLIST FOR NOVEMBER 20, 2019

	BILLS FOR THE MONTHS OF OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER 2019 APPROVED AND PAID

	FROM THE GROSS REVENUE FUND OF THE MS STATE PORT AUTHORITY AT GULFPORT

	CHK#
	VENDOR
	DESCRIPTION
	 CHK AMT 

	55354
	Kentwood Springs
	Drinking Water 
	381.21 

	55355
	AFLAC
	Employee Deductions
	1,514.32 

	55356
	AirGas Gulf States
	Oxygen Cylinder Rental 
	77.15 

	55357
	All Safe Technologies, LLC
	Install Cellular Communicators for Alarm System 
	630.00 

	55358
	Barefield Workplace Solutions, Inc.
	Office Supplies
	111.32 

	55359
	Carlos Bell
	Travel Expenses
	175.16 

	55360
	Sparklight
	Cable Services 
	146.99 

	55361
	Card Services
	Travel Expenses
	1,627.31 

	55362
	Card Services
	Travel Expenses
	3,856.41 

	55363
	Card Services
	Office and Maintenance Supplies
	335.97 

	55364
	Cintas Corporation
	Employee Uniforms
	1,311.78 

	55365
	City of Gulfport
	Water
	13,909.00 

	55366
	Sun Coast Business Supply
	Office Supplies
	17.68 

	55367
	Collection Services Center
	Employee Deductions
	90.06 

	55368
	C Spire Wireless
	Radio/Cell Phone Services
	1,160.84 

	55370
	Federal Express Corp.
	Express Mail Services 
	65.57 

	55371
	Ferguson Enterprises, Inc.
	Water Meters for Ships Water 
	1,254.00 

	55372
	Fuelman
	Fuel for MSPA Vehicles
	375.80 

	55373
	Matthew Gabbett
	Travel Expenses
	703.55 

	55374
	Gleem Paint Center
	Paint Supplies 
	319.65 

	55375
	Great Southern Club
	Monthly Dues and Business Expenses
	215.52 

	55376
	Gulf Coast Business Supply, Inc.
	Office Supplies
	368.97 

	55377
	Hancock Bank
	December Lease for Suite 1450
	23,168.31 

	55378
	Keeling Co. - Gulfport
	Maintenance Supplies 
	1,983.84 

	55379
	Robert J. Knesal
	Per Diem
	200.00 

	55380
	Lands' End, Inc
	Employee Uniforms
	1,054.25 

	55381
	Lowe's Home Center, Inc.
	Maintenance Supplies 
	74.63 

	55382
	Lubrication Engineers, Inc.
	Grease for Cranes
	801.90 

	55383
	Shawn Meyer
	Travel and Business Expenses
	500.07 

	55384
	Monster Subs & Sandwiches, Inc.
	BOC/Executive Meeting 
	59.23 

	55385
	MS Dept. of Human Services CRDU
	Employee Deductions
	156.00 

	55386
	MS Pub. Employees Credit Union
	Employee Deductions
	320.00 

	55387
	Jack Norris
	Per Diem and Travel Expenses
	118.57 

	55388
	Pass Road Mini Storage, LLC
	Storage Unit Rent
	150.00 

	55390
	PTW
	Tires for MSPA Vehicles 
	817.32 

	55391
	Redd Pest Solutions
	Pest Control Services 
	90.00 

	55392
	RJ Young Company, Inc.
	Printer Maintenance 
	1,952.92 

	55393
	Eluse J. Roberts
	Per Diem and Travel Expenses
	313.95 

	55394
	James C. Simpson, Jr.
	Per Diem
	40.00 

	55395
	Norma Jean Soroe
	Transcription Services 
	419.48 

	55396
	BXS Insurance, Inc.
	Insurance 
	1,282,383.21 

	55397
	Stuart C. Irby Co.
	Gantry Encoder for Crane 
	2,302.17 

	55398
	Southern Tire Mart, LLC
	Backhoe Tire Replacement
	505.00 

	55399
	Vanguard Modular Building Systems, LLC
	Cotton Compress Office Trailer
	40,600.00 

	55400
	Waste Management
	Waste Removal Services 
	1,001.40 

	55402
	Matthew Wypyski
	Business Expenses 
	64.39 

	55403
	Zoro Tools, Inc.
	Hand Tools and Maintenance Supplies 
	1,443.39 

	
	
	
	

	CHECKS DATED 11/14/19 AND RELEASED PRIOR TO SCHEDULED CHECK RUN
	

	55350
	Monster Subs & Sandwiches, Inc
	Lunch for Cruise Readiness Workshop
	               112.14 

	55351
	MS Gulf Coast Chamber of Comm.
	Sponsorship
	               650.00 

	55352
	Perks Coffee Shop & Café
	Coffee for Cruise Readiness Workshop
	                 87.96 

	55353
	Sam's Club
	Refreshments for Cruise Readiness Workshop
	               166.66 

	
	
	
	

	TRANSFERS
	
	

	11/11/19
	MS Department of Revenue
	Employee Deductions
	             7,800.00 

	11/13/19
	MS Department of Revenue
	Sales Tax Payment 
	           12,642.67 

	11/13/19
	Federal Tax Deposit
	Payroll Tax Deposit
	           24,242.29 

	
	
	Total
	$1,434,870.01 


*****
Commissioner Knesal moved to approve the Port User Licenses, pending receipt of all fees and insurance documents. Commissioner Simpson seconded and the motion was unanimously approved.

The following items were approved:

RENEWAL LICENSES:

Apprentice Pilots:
Murrell W. Hilton, III, Matthew Hilton
Steamship Agent:
ISS Marine Service; Maritime Endeavors Shipping
*****

Commissioner Simpson moved to approve the following progress payments: 

Balch & Bingham ($227,692.39); Digital Engineering ($77,093.00); Pro-Tech ($28,382.50); and W.C. Fore Trucking ($7,669.26).  Commissioner Roberts seconded, and the motion was unanimously approved.

Commissioner Knesal moved to approve Cash Request #261 to CH2MHill ($27,912.60); Eley Guild Hardy ($80,767.75); and MSPA ($121,109.08) for a total $229,789.43.  Commissioner Roberts seconded, and the motion was unanimously approved.

Commissioner Roberts moved to approve Cash Request #262 to Eley, Guild, Hardy for a total of $11,200.00.  Commissioner Knesal seconded and the motion was unanimously approved.

OLD BUSINESS:
Commissioner Simpson moved to approve Change Order No. 4 with WC Fore Trucking under Contract No. 18-EN-04.  Change Order No. 4 decreases costs by $500.00 for the final closeout.  Commissioner Knesal seconded and the motion was unanimously approved.

Commissioner Roberts moved to approve a Notice of Completion for Contract No. 18-EN-04 with WC Fore Trucking for the East Pier Wharf Improvement Project.  Commissioner Knesal seconded and the motion was unanimously approved.

Commissioner Simpson moved to approve a Notice of Completion for Contract No. 19-EN-03 with Pro-Tech Industrial Services for the West Pier Security Gate Repainting Project.  Commissioner Knesal seconded and the motion was unanimously approved.

*****

PORT RESTORATION/ENGINEERING UPDATE:  
Nick Foto, Corporate Administrator and John Webb, Director of Engineering gave status updates on current restoration and Engineering projects.  
OPERATIONS REPORT:
Matthew Wypyski reported on the maritime activity for the month of October:
	Vessels
	22
	
	Vehicles
	12,559

	TEU’s
	16,540
	
	Railcar Count
	593

	Tonnage (short tons)
	185,187
	
	
	


The report included a 10% decrease in TEU’s and a 14% decrease in Tonnage from October of 2018.
Maintenance dredging of the channel has begun and will take approximately 100 days.  They are currently making good progress.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:
The groundbreaking recently took place for the Roger F. Wicker Center for Ocean Enterprise and the event was very well attended.  This shows the huge interest in the project.
We continue to look at global conditions and trends of our tenants and will report same to the Commission accordingly.

The Accounting Department was recognized for their outstanding efforts and the good results from the FY19 Audit.

Director Daniels was pleased to announce that Commissioner Rester has been reappointed to another 5 year term.

GENERAL COUNSEL’S COMMENTS:
Ben Stone had no comments.
MDA’S COMMENTS:
Philip Carter had no comments.
COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS:
Commissioner Simpson thanked the Accounting staff for the FY19 Audit Report results.
Commissioner Roberts wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.

Commissioner Norris thanked the Accounting staff as well and thanked the Port Commission from many years back when they opted to require an independent annual audit of the Port.

*****

Commissioner Simpson moved to close the meeting to discuss the need for an Executive Session.  Commissioner Roberts seconded and the motion was unanimously approved.
Commissioner Simpson moved to enter Executive Session to discuss legal matters (pending litigation) and real estate matters (lease negotiations). Commissioner Roberts seconded and the motion was unanimously approved.

Commissioner Simpson left the meeting.

 (THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ENTERED INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT APPROXIMATELY 1:40 P.M.)

Commissioner Knesal moved to come out of Executive Session.  Commissioner Roberts seconded and the motion was unanimously approved.  

Commissioner Norris stated that no action took place during Executive Session.

Commissioner Roberts moved to adjourn.    

The meeting adjourned at approximately 3:20 p.m.
Approved and Attested
_________________________________

______________________________

Jack Norris





Robert J. Knesal
President





Secretary
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